Diamond Drill
Out of the Past

July 17, 1925

The baseball game played here on July 16, 1925 between the Crystal Falls independent
team and the visiting Colored Giants team will long be remembered in the sports history.
Vaino “Sock” Johnson local baseball star, banned from playing for the local team by the Crystal
Falls management for disciplinary reasons, suited up for the negro team to the surprise and
delight of area fans. It was a closely matched contest with the locals having a 2 to 1 lead in the
late innings of the game. The visiting team had a man on third when up to the plate stepped
Johnson who proceeded to hit one of the longest home runs in the history of the local ballfield
securing a 3-2 victory. “Sock” known for his quirky behavior while rounding the bases thumbed
his nose at the Crystal Falls bench to the cheers of the large crowd assembled. Note: Vaino
(Vernon, “Sock”, “Moose” Johnson) born Vaino Johannes Isotalo in 1903, was elected to the
Upper Peninsula Sports Hall of Fame in 2022.



