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 A man, a horse and a task, combine for a piece of the past preserved.  Joe Casten, 
a part-time employee of the City of Crystal Falls, along with his ancient mowing machine 
pulled by his horse, keeps the area irregular boulevards neatly cut.  “Joe” has had horses 
for steady working partners for the past 14 years when a mine injury forced him into 
semi-retirement. In that period he has owned five different horses which are stabled at 
his home on River Street, north of Superior Avenue.  The amiable 68 year-old has pulled 
the ancient but dependable mowing machine while he weaves a slow but efficient path 
all around the City clearing unused lots of weeds, trimming street terraces and the 
Crystella Ski Hill.  Area children and adults of all ages rush to view Joe’s progress about 
the area when they hear the unmistakable “clip-clop” of the horse’s shoes striking the 
pavement as he approaches. 



 


