
Diamond Drill 

Out of the Past 

June 15, 1961 

 

 

 

 Three years ago Bill Juslin started out with odds and ends from an ancient 
phonograph, aluminum plate, clock springs, pearl buttons, wires, rods and after some 
tedious off and on labor has come up with Chromatic accordion that would put the 
Giovanni’s of sunny Italy shame. Juslin, a self- employed mechanic and gunsmith who 
operates out of his home workshop located on Highway 141 between Crystal Falls and 
Amasa, estimates that it cost him $70 for all the materials along with over 100 different 
hand-made tools used to construct the instrument.  Every piece on the accordion was 
handmade down to the several hundred tiny metal reeds of different sizes.  The 150 
bass buttons and 58 treble buttons were made from pearl buttons purchased from the 
dime store.  The entire project was made from rough plans he had developed after 
repairing a friend’s “store bought” accordion and from visits to a Chicago instrumental 
repair shop.  The accordion is finished in pearl design plastic with scroll- grill over the 
treble sound box. 



 



 


