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A shovel, axe and collapsible canvas pail comprised the equipment that the Michigan
State Forest Fire Wardens used when the first organized attempts to control fires began in
1910. The first year of operations saw 19 wardens patrolling the Upper Peninsula. Their main
function was to patrol an assigned area, detect fires and mobilize forces to suppress. Travel
was slow — by foot, horseback, railroad or bicycle equipped with a third wheel for traveling on
the railroad tracks. This compares to today’s use of two-way radios, automobiles, fire tower
observers and even airplanes.

The Bristol Mine in Crystal Falls where the task of dewatering was undertaken two years
ago after a 17 year period of dormancy began loading iron ore from the pocket Monday
morning. Abandoned in 1933, the Bristol was acquired by the Inland Steel Co. in 1938. Mining
production on the property began in 1882 then known as the Claire Mine and from 1926 —
1933 operated as the Bristol/Youngstown Mine.



