Diamond Drill
Out of the Past

July 16, 1926

The Crystal Falls Baseball team had its war clubs swinging in great shape Saturday when
the locals annihilated the professional highly regarded lllinois Monarchs Negro team from
Chicago (11-4). The contest played at the Forest Park Athletic Field was witnessed by a large
array of customers. The games cemented the greatness of local hero “Sock” Johnson who
walloped two homers one of which cleared the right field fence with 30’ to spare. In addition
to his bat work he also pitched some innings for the Crystal Falls nine to its easy win.

Iron County will try a “dead man” at the Federal Court in Sault Ste. Marie. Mike
Jacobson hung himself on June 1t in the Iron County Jail where he was confined for a charge
of sale and possession of liquor. Johnson’s death did not exclude the Federal authorities of
pursuing the case to its final development just the same as if the defendant were living. The
case is one of Iron County’s 19 liquor violations trials that will be handled by the Federal Court.



