Diamond Drill
Out of the Past

June 30, 1976

The Mansfield Township Bicentennial Celebration was held culminating months of
planning by a dedicated committee of volunteers and “a good time was had by all”.
Saturday’s events included a parade on old M-69 near the Mansfield Mine Location,
gueen contest, dedication ceremony was held for the Mansfield Mine Disaster
Memorial Marker, log sawing contest and two canoe races. One featuring an obstacle
race on the Michigamme River beginning below the Hemlock Falls Dam and ending in
the Mansfield mine pit and an all comers canoe race on the Michigamme River from
below the Hemlock Falls Dam to the Mich-Aho resort a total of 4.75 miles won by Victor
Koski and Joe Johnson in 35 minutes and 50 seconds, a barbecued chicken supper at the
Mansfield Township hall concluding with dancing to the music of the Country Jamboree.
Sunday’s events moved to the Township Park at Dawson Lake with an old-fashioned
family picnic where children’s games were held, a weightlifting demonstration by Gene
Waldo and a historical pageant entitled “The Little Red School House” presented by
talented residents of the area garbed in frontier costumes featuring events which
happened in the original one-room Mansfield School House.



CHILDREN present at the Mansfield Mine was a touching ceremony, and a fitting
marker dedication stepped forward to place a tribute to those brace pioneers entombed far
rose at the foot of the marker as names of below ina watery grave.

each of the 27 deceased miners were read. It :



THE LITTLE RED SCHOOL HOUSE was
presented by the Mansfield players at the Mans-
field Memories doings Sunday at Dawson Lake
Park, and according to a spokesman for the
group, "the crowd was in stitches.” The pageant
depicted actual episodes in the old Mansfield
school, with each actor wearing wearing signs

indicating who he represented. Shown in the
group above in a somewhat haphazard fashion
are, Lawrence Alto, Helmi Ertel, Neil Dishaw,
Bev Bates, Jim Clement, Rose Zdravecky,
Francis Drake, Joyce Zavada, Mary Drake, Fred
Bates Jr., Ray Peterson, Sharon Paramski,
Emily Sandona, Veronica Peterson, Connie

Dobrzenski, Rudy Johnson, Bob Zavada, Eva
Stream, Jerry Dobrzenski, Peter Kania and Jim
Paramski. They spent many hours practicing for
the skif, but had a good time doing it, having to
laugh at themselves on several gecasions.



