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 Over 100 persons attended a pot-luck dinner held recently at the Mastodon Township 
Hall as a tribute to an Alpha native, Gerhardt Gollakner, who at the end of the 1973-74 school 
year ended a lengthy 45 career in teaching and coaching.  Gollakner, born in Florence, 
Wisconsin in 1909, grew up in Alpha, started school there at the age of five graduating from 
Alpha High School and Eastern Michigan University.  He taught two years at Amasa, 13 years at 
Tipler, Wisconsin, many years at Alpha before completing his career at the Forest Park Schools 
after consolidation.  He coached many championship teams in track, baseball and tennis but is 
best remembered for his outstanding record as a basketball coach. (Note: Member of the U.P. 
Sports Hall of Fame and the Forest Park Achievement Hall of Fame)  

 

 Four sections of new aluminum and tubular steel spectator seating have been 
assembled and installed at the Runkle Lake softball diamond.  Previously it was necessary to 
borrow seating sections from the Forest Park School’s athletic field for the summer season. 



 



 


