
Diamond Drill 

Out of the Past 

June 4, 1898 

 

 

 

 Frank Premo, a nephew of George Premo of Amasa, was struck and badly hurt by 
an incoming Chicago & Northwestern train.  Premo was working on the Paint River log 
drive and had been about Crystal Falls touring the local Superior Avenue saloons. The 
log crew was working just south of the Paint River Bridge on lower Superior Avenue 
where the railroad tracks approach near the River.  Exhausted from his nighttime 
activities he decided to lie down on the tracks for a short snooze.  As the incoming train 
rounded the curve, Engineer Johnson saw the man and applied the emergency brakes 
but the distance was too small to avoid striking Premo.  The front of the engine caught 
Premo and he was hurled from the track a distance of fifteen feet.  The victim was taken 
to Gammon’s Restaurant (44 Superior) where medical aid was given. It was determined 
that Premo received no serious injuries and will fully recover.   

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

  


